MEI yITOXKHUIK JeBOYKY Ha [MBaH, a CaMH IIPOIIIX K BHYIIUTENILHOMY ceiidy B KaOuHeTe MaH(peau.
Hy ma, He oCTaBIsSITh XKe TYT 0o0OPO, BepHO? I'BEH KacaeTCss MEXaHUYeCKOT0 3aMKa, U s IIPOHUKAIO B
HET0, CpacTasich C MexaHu3MoM. IToTpebGoBanoch He OoJIbIle JeCATH CEKYHI, YTOOL C Cepuen
IIEJTYKOB Cer( OTKPHIICS.

- Bay...

Heckomnbko mynanen MTHOBEHHO CMaxXHYJIO0 U3 celida makeThl C HaJIUYKOu.

- Kakre-To MOKYMEHTHI... 9YTO 3[0eCh?

- IIpaBo BnameHus. ..

- JTagHo, 3a6epeM ¢ c060ii, TOTOM IIOCMOTPUM.

Y npouune Gymaru Tak ke ucye3aloT U3 celida B MOeM BHYTPEHHEM IIPOCTPAHCTRE.

«Pelifik, a uTo OymeM menaTh C Hel?» - ['BeH OTJIgHYIach Ha NEBOYKY.

«Hy, THI TOXKe BUOEIa 3TO»

«He Tak MHOTO0... ee BLIPACTUJIX Ha KaKOU-TO CEKPeTHOU 6a3e?»

«[Toxoxke Ha TO, XKeCTOKKe TPEHUPOBKHU, 9KCIIEPUMEHTEI, C CaMOI'0 POXKAEHUS U3 Hee [eNanu KUBOe
opyxue»

Y, 9T0 TOJIBKO TO, YTO ITOKA BCIIJILIJIO Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH, HO 51 BCE ellle TPO0JIzKaJl IPOHUKATh BrIyOb
BOCIIOMUHAHUY NeBOYKU. M ¢ KaxX[IbIM HOBEIM 00pa30oM 51 YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3JI0CTh BO MHE
IpockinaeTcs. MHe cenoBaso OBl OCTAHOBUTLCS, 1 3aKHUIIal BCe CUJIbHEe, HO IIPOCTO He MOT
IIPEKPATUTh 3TOTO.

«OxX... PeliK, 3T0O IPOCTO YEPTOBCKY HETIPABUJIBHO!»

«HM oHa TOXKe 3TO YYBCTBYET>» - HpOI/ISHeC q. - <<qy'BCTByeT, YTO 4TO-TO C €€ KU3HBIO HE TaK, HO OHa
HE€ 3HaeT, 4TO C 3TUM [OeJIlaTb»

«MB5I MOXKEM...»

«[Tomoub ein?»



I'BeH cornacHo KUBHYIIA.

- OxX... s TOJIBKO BEPHYJIacCh, ¥ Cpa3y BCE TaK 3aKPyTUJIOCH... 3TOT 4epToB CKopmuoH, CemoBnacei, a
TEeTeph ellle U NeBOYKU-MYTaHThI-YOUNIIHL.

IIa, BCce melCTBUTENbHO 3aKPYTHUIIOCh HHTEepecHeHmuM obpa3oM. U, Bce 3Tu COOBITHS OBLIH
B3aMMOCBs3aHbl. Opyxkue MKc-23 He IPOCTO TakK Hallajla KMEHHO CETOOHS, 9TO He COBIIafeHue.
CepmoBrnacelii ociabuI CBOU CHJIH, BEIIEIUB YacTh JTIofied B moanepkKy Ckopnuony. M moka oH 651
COCPEOTOYEH HAa YHUUTOXKEHUN TKa4uXy, STUM eIl BOCIOIb30BaThCS APYTOXd KpUMUHAIbHBIN
KOpOJib. A UMeHHO - YucoH ®uck. IMeHHO OH 3aKa3asl yOuNCTBO CBOET0 KOHKYypeHTa. M [ams aToi
IIeJTM OH PeIusl 00paTUThCS K Paiicy. BnusiTenbHbIN yueHBIN U3 npoekTa «Opyxue UKC», KOTOPBIH,
II0 CBOEU CYTHU, ABJISETCS BO3POXKIEHUEM CTaporo aHaJIOTUYHOr0 poekTa. Kak s oHsJI, OHU
IIBITAJIMCh CO37aTh KJIOHAa PocoMaxu. A mOIy4Yunoch, Hy, YTO MOIY4YUIIOCh. [leBouKa 061afjaeT TeMu
JKe Ccrmoco0HOCTSIMHU, UTO U JIoraH, pereHepaliusi, MOIIHbE pedIeKCH, T0BKOCTh, CHjla U CKOPOCTb, a
TakK ke eCTeCTBEHHOEe OpyKUe B BHUIE KOTTeH, XO0TS U UMEKIIUX HEMHOTO HHOE PacCIOIoKeHue,
HeXeJld y TeHeTUUeCKOoro popuTens. Pa3se 4uTo, y X-23 TOJIBKO KOTTH OBISIM OKPHITH afaMaHTHEM, a
He BeCb CKeJleT. U, meso TyT Jaxe He B TOM, YTO aflaMaHTUU O4YeHb OPOT B IPOU3BOACTBE, a B TOM,
YTO [eBOYKa ellle pacTeT U ITOKPLIBAaTh e CKeJIeT MeTaJlJIOM ceiiuac HECKOJILKO Hellenecoo0pas3Ho.
[lazke KOTTH ellle MOTJIA BEIPACTH, HO UX YK€ 3aKOBaJIM B MeTaJl/l, TaK YTO OHU OCTaHYTCS HECKOJIBKO
KOPOTKOBATEHI, II0 CPAaBHEHUIO C KOT'TAMU PocoMaxu.

U, mue IIpaBOa XOTEJIOCh IIOMOYE JEBOYKE. Ona 3aCJIyZKHBAET JIy4IlIero.

Hy u kak 6onyc...

Ha Patica paboTaeT XeHIIMHA-MyTaHT, KoTopas TpeHupyet X-23, Hekast KuMypa, o6namaroras
OTPOMHOM CUJIOM ¥ HEIJIOXO0M CKOpPOCThI0. HO rimaBHOe, 0OHa o4YTH Heysa3BuMa. Ee IpOYHOCTh
HaMHOT0 Kpyde, 4eM y Toro ke TymbcToyHa. [IpocTo yTOYHIO, YTO celiyac Moy ITOKPOB Kpelye, 4YeM
Oblia Koxa Toro anbObuHoca. Ho, amamMaTueBble KOI'TH CMOTJIM ITPOPe3aThCsl Uepes3 HeTo, IIyCTh U He
ry00Ko. XOTsI, TYT MMPOCTO CaMOM IeBOYKEe HEe XBATUIIO CHJI, YTOOLI BOTHATh KOT'TH ellle TIy0xKe yepe3
CTOJIb IPOYHYIO CTPYKTYPY. A BOT KuMypy OHa maxe ImolapanaTth He Morja. Tak 4To, CIOCOOHOCTH
IaHHOU 0COOBI MEeHSI 3aMHTEPECOBaIH.

A elne, MHe MHTEpECEH CEKpeT 3HaMEHUTOr0 cynepMmeTaa. [loxoxe, Palic 3HaeT, Kak co3maBaTh
aJaMaHTHUH.

[TpaBpa, 51 y2Ke HeMHOTO M3Y4YUJI KOTTH OeBOYKM ¥ 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO JaxKe MOTY CPacTaThCs C HUMH,
Kak ¥ C TI00bIMU JIpyTUMHU ITpeaMeTamMu. Ho, 3T0 ropasfo Tsaxesee, 4eM cpallleHue ¢ 00bYHON
cTasbio, HanpuMep. MonekynsgpHas CTPYKTypa 3TOTO MeTajljla AelMCTBUTEILHO CBepXIIpouHas. U,
coOCTBEHHO, Jaxke MPOHUKAs B CTPYKTYPY agaMaHTHs, 5 BOOOIIEe He MOT'Y HUYero ¢ Hell cleaTh,
M3MEHUTh (OPMY STOTO MeTalljla IPOCTO HepeasbHO. [10 KpaiiHell Mepe, C MOMMHU HBIHEITHUMHU
crmocoOHOCTsIMM. TeM He MeHee, IyMalo, PeLenT CO3aHus afaMaHTUs MHE B X03SMCTBe ITPUTOOUTCS.
CnusiHME C KOTTSIMHU yKe [lajio MHe HEKOTOPOe IOHWMaHKe UX CTPYKTYPhI, HO 3TOTO elle
HEeIOCTATOYHO, YTOOH IIOHSATH, KaK BOOOIIE CO30aTh 3TOT HeOOBIUHEIHN CIINIaB.



Ho, Bce 3T0 faxe Kak-To BTOPHUYHO...

B3pmoxHyB, s IpHCeN Ha AWBaH, PSIAOM C OEeBOYKOW U, MTOANABIINCH UMIIYIILCY, TPOTSHYT PYKY, YTOOH
IIOTJIAJUTD ee IIO T'OJIOBe.

«3HauUT, MBI IIOMOZKEM ei?» - YTouHseT ['BeH.

«[a, HO, ['BeH... 1 He yBepeH...»

«4T10?»

«41 emBa coepzKUBalOCh ceryac, Ho KOTa Mbl OKakeMCs TaM... 51 y2&Ke He CMOTy 00y31aTh CBOM THEB...
THL 3HAEIlb, YTO 3TO TAKOE»

[eByIIKa HaNpsSKEeHHO B3IOXHYIA.

OHa npekpacHO ITOMHUT, Kak ee COOCTBeHHas 37I0CTh pe30HKUpOBaja C Moel TTyOUHHOU SPOCThHIO.
Kaxk MBI CTQHOBUJIUCE IPOCTO HEYAEPXKUMOU MaIlIMHON pa3pyliueHus. M ceityac, mpoCcTo yBULEB
bparmenTs mamsaTu X-23, 'BeH caMa 4yBCTBOBaJIa CUJIbHBIN [TOPHIB OPOCUTLCS CIacaTh 3Ty JEBOYKY
M3 TOTO KOIIIMapa, B KOTOPOM OHa KUBET. A s IeMCTBUTEIIHHO €[iBa YAepKUBaJl CBOY THEB.

B moeMm Ppa3yMe CHOBa BCIIJIBIBAET (bpal"MeHT BOCIIOMMHAHUMU IOEBOYKHU...

«AX THI IpsSIHB, YTO 9TO OBLI 3a yaap?» - KuMypa 310 kpudasna Ha Mkc-23.

Ho, 9T0 GBIIIO CKOpEe maXe 370PafiHO, MHCTPYKTOP He CKPhIBajla CAfUCTCKYIO YIBIOKY. Y, XOTh
IIeBOYKa TOJIbKO HadaJla M3y4aTh HOBYI0 O0EBYIO TEXHUKY, 3a TO, UTO OHA HE OCBOMJIA IIPUEM C
IepBoro pasa, KuMypa Haudana KeCTOKO ee u36uBaTh. ITO OBITIO yKe He 00ydeHue...

CxaB pyKy OeBouKU, KuMypa pe3Ko gepraeT ee BHU3, yAAaPUB KOJIEHOM I10 JIOKTIO YUEHUIIHL.
CrnoMaHHas KOCTh IIpOpe3aeT KOXKY ¥ BEHICKaKHMBaeT HapyXKy. A Ha [I€BOUYKY yKe JIETUT HOBBLIM yaap.
CBepxuenoBedecKol cuinbl KHUMypHI 1OCTAaTOYHO, YTOOR! ITepeioMaTh BCe JIUIEeBbIe KOCTH
TIOJIOTILITHOM BCETO TIapo¥ yoapoB KylIakKoM. A OToM B pebpa JeBOYKY Bpe3aeTcsi 00TUHOK, JioMast
KocTu. OTKOJIOBIIKKCS CKOJI pebpa MpoTHIKaeT nerkoe. OT ouepeqHOro HeCOePKaHHOTO yaapa B
JKUBOTE JIeBOUKe 4TO-TO JomHYyN0. Y cama X-23 K 3TOMy MOMEHTY yKe HU4Yero He cooOpaxasa OT
6omu.

B TIIOJIYCO3HATEJIbHOM COCTOAHMNHU OHA €IIle IbITaJlaCh OTMaXHYThECA OT KI/IMypr KOI'TAMH, HO,
IIPOYHOCTB 9TOU XKEHIIWHLI TOTHOCThIO CBOOUT Ha HET HOJIO6HbIe dTaKH.

«Thl elrfe orpei3aernbes, Oykamka? d Hayuy Te0sl yBaKeHUI0, MeJiKas TBaph!»



Kumypa nuis npuina B elrne 60jiee aKTUBHBIN HACTPO# U, n30UeHNe NeBOYKHU CTAJI0 TOJIBKO JKECTUe.

B o6uieM, 3TOT pparMeHT He OBIJT YeM-TO BHIIEISIOUMMCS B maMsATi MKc-23, BIIOTHE PSAIOBOI YPOK
60€eBOM ITOArOTOBKY C MHCTPYKTOPOM. [IpaKTU4YeCKH KaXKabli YPOK IIPOXOIHUJI AJIs Hee B TAKOM XKe
Kitoue. M 3a BceM 9TUM CO CTOPOHEI MOBOJILHO HaOmioman Patic, mpecekast mo0ble OMBITKA
COTPYAHMKOB OTHOCUTHCS K HEeBOYKE HOPMaIbHO.

W 3T BOCIOMUHAHUS HpOGY}KI[aHI/I YZ&Ke BO MHE HEe4YTO 3J10€ 1 2KECTOKOE.

4 BcmoMuHa mony0e3yMHEIN CMeX ITOCPeNy afCKoro MiiaMeHu. BcrmoMuHarn, Kak JeiCTBUTENBHO
MOTY 3/TUThCS. BCs XKU3HB 9TOM OEBOYKH IIPOCTO BRIPHIBAJIA U3 MOEH MmaMsTé 00pa3 MepTBOM
NEBOYKY, JIULO KOTOPOU S Jake He MOT YK€ BCIIOMHUTH!

«PelixK... 1 TOXKe moOUAy» - YpsiMo 3asiBuiia ['BeH. - «f ToxXe X04y pa3uTh JIUI0 3TOM XKEHIITUHE»

Mos HammapHHUIA TOXKeE IIOCTEIEeHHO 3aKumana. M He TONbKO MO BIASHUEM MOouX sMonui. OHa caMa
IIPOCTO HETOOOBana OT TOM HeCIIPaBeOIUBOCTH, B KOTOPOU KUBET 9Ta IeBOYKa. [ BEH OXBaTHIBAET
coOCTBeHHas 37I0CTh. M HalllM 4yBCTBa MyJIbCUPYIOT B YHUCOH, pa3XKuras I'HEB ellle CUIbHEe.

«HW 4TO THI CKaXxelllb OTLY?» - B3MOXHY 5, OTpelIasich OT MO3ra JeBOYKH.
W 41O TH CKaxellb OTLY?» - B3goxHy OTpelIasich OT MO3ra [eBO

HperaTI/IB YUTaATh €€ BOCIIOMUHaHUA, MHE JIGfICTBPITGJ'IbHO CTaJI0O HEMHOT'O JiIerie KOHTPOJIMPOBATH
THEB.

«4t0o?» - He nousna I'BeH.

«3JT0 maneko, ux 6a3a He B Hrio-Mopke, neno nmotpelyeT O0Jbllle BpeMeHY, BO3MOXKHO, HECKOJIBKO
[HEeH, U Jaxe KOTfa Mbl pa30epeMcs C IJIOXUMU ITapHSIMU, MBI Ke He MOXKeM II0TOM ITPOCTO GPOCUTD
NEeBOYKY?»

«4l... 4To-HNOYOb IpUAyMalw...» - B3goxuyna I'BeH.

«TBI MOKEIIh IPOCTO IONOKOATh JOMA, S CaM CO BCeM pa3bepych»

«Ho... Tora Begb HaM HYXKHO OyIeT pa3meuThCs, Ja?»

«Henapgonro, comHIle, KakK TOJIBKO 51 pa36epych C 3TOM CUTyalllel, TO cpa3y BEPHYCh K Tebe»

HeBy'H.IKa IIPUKPEHIIIA I'lla3a U HEMHOT'O OITYyCTHJIAa I'OJIOBY, 3aAYMaBIINCh. Ona coBceM He x0Tela
pa3gendaTeCd CO MHOM. [la ¥ MHe TOXe He XOTeJIOCh.



- MoxerT... nyulile cueyaeM 3To BMecTe, Peinxk? [laxe eciiu MIPUAETCS YOUBATE... 1 X04y ObITH TaM C
TOOOI... - TUXO MpoIIenTaa AeByLIKa.

¢ IpsiMo YyBCTBOBAT B Hel 9Ty TPOTraTeIbHYIO0 IPUBSI3aHHOCTD, UTO Cefyac sipko ropejia KpacHou
HUTBHIO MeXAy HaMmu. U, crblilla OveHMe ee cepplla, TedeHre ee MBICTIeN U YYBCTB, g yKe IIPOCTO He
MOT OCTaBUT I'BeH. [laxke ecnu ¢ Hel 0CTaHeTCs YacTh MeHs. OHa TOXe BCEMU CUJIAMHU XOTesla
TIOMOYb JIeBOUKe. M 0OHa IefCTBUTEIFHO MOTJIA CAENaTh 3T0. [|ake ecliy U3-3a 9TOTO BOBHUKHYT
po6eMy B ee 0OBIYHOM XKU3HHU.

Hy v camu 3TH BO3MOXKHBIE ITPOOJIEMEL. .. Ka3aJIuCh COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAYUTEIHbHBIMU 110 CPAaBHEHUIO C
TeMu Tpo0ieMaMu, C KOTOPHIM X-23 KHBET C CaMoro poxaeHusi. Cepbe3HBIN Pa3roBop ¢ oTioM? Xa!
9T0 He TO, ¢ UeM ['BEH He CMOXKET CIIPaBUTHCS.

«Xopo1o» - MeICIeHHO B3TOXHY f1. - «Ho, TEl TOYHO yBepeHa? CKOpee BCero, Mbl yYMHUM TaM
HACTOAIIYI0 PE3HIO, COBCEM HE KaK CyIlleprepou»

«Jla moHsna s!» - Bypkuyna ['BeH. - «4 Bce paBHO ¢ T00Oi!»

Hert, Hy 3TO TOYHO /11000Bb.

TyT, roe-To BHU3Y KaK pa3 pa3fajuch YbK-TO IIaTH.

«JlagHO, TOTMa, CHaYaja yiaeM OTCI0[a, U MeBUYOHKY 3a0epeM»

Becco3narenbHas MKc-23 momHSIACh U, TOKPHIBASICh TEMHBIM IIOKPOBOM, IpHoOpeTast HEMHOTO
JKYTKHUE 4epTH Moel 60eBoi hopMbl. M maXke 3HAUOK MayKa IOSBUJICS Ha IPYOU AeBOYKHU. [Tocre
Yero 10 BCeMy 3TOMY IIOKPOBY IIPOIIIa BOJIHA, Aejlas HOCUTEIbHUIY HEBUIUMOM.

«9T0 Bepb cnusiHue?» - Haxmypunace ['BeH, ykKe 3anphIrHyB Ha ITIOJOKOHHUK U OTKPHIB OKHO.

«ITouTH, HE KaK Y HaC C TOOOI, IIPOCTO, YyThb Oosee CUITbHOE YAaCTUYHOE CpalgeHue»

«3HayuT, oHa Tebe MoOXOmuT?»

«Kaxk HOCHTeb, HY, B IPUHIIKIIE [1a, HO OHA elle pebeHoK»

«[TonsTHO...»

«2u! Twl 4TO, PeBHYyeIh, CoNHIE? {1 HUKOrma Te0s He IPOMEHSI0 Ha KaKOT0-TO APYTOro HOCUTeNs!
Hy, TOJBKO eCu TH He PeluIlh, YTo Tebe He 10 IYTH C TAKUM 3JI00HBIM KOCMUYECKUM MOHCTPOM...»



«HeTt! Yk s Tebs1 TOUHO He ocTaBmo!» - [IpsiMo 3aBenach geByIIKa. - «M Tel He 37100HBIN. MOXKET...
HEMHOT'0 XKeCTOKHH, HO TOJIbKO JIUIIb K 37I00eSIM, a TaK, Thl OOPHIH U JTAaCKOBHIH ! »

«KxM... Hma»

MHu YXKe IIOKUHYIIN 0COOHSK CemoBinacoro, CKDPLHIBIINCE B MAaCKHUPOBKE.

CobOcTBeHHO, ITpeOrIBaTh B CIIMSHUU Cpa3y C OBYMS HOCUTENIIMU OBIJIO He TakK yX U CJI0XKHO. [To
KpaliHel Mepe, moka MKkc-23 Obiyia 63 CO3HaHUS, U S IPOCTO KOHTPOIupoBan ee Teno. Hy a I'BeH,
COOCTBEHHO, cell9ac ¥ COMa MOXKeT KUCII0/Ib30BaTh BO3MOKHOCTYA MOET0 IIOKPOBa, Jaxe eCiu 5
Ooibllle COCPENOTOYEH HAa KOHTPOJIE OPYTOT0 CIUSHUS.

Broo6aBoxk...

C Tex 1mop, KakK 51 JOCTUT CTAfUH, IIPH KOTOPOH yKe MOTY Pa3fesuThCs, MOU TeJlellaTuYecKue
CII0COOHOCTY KaK-TO HEYJIOBUMO YCUIUIKCH. [To KpaliHel Mepe, B IJlaHe KOHTPOJISI COOCTBEHHEBIX
oTHenieHHBIX YacTei. Hy a ¢ X-23 celiuac 6aHambHO OBIIO MIPOIIE CIAUTHCS, YTOOH OHa cama
[IBUTAJIaCh, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOH ['BEH MPHUIIIIOCh HECTH €€ Ha pyKax. Hy umm MHe TaIluTh ee
IIyIasblaMHu.

U, HaBE€pHOeE, 4 YK€ HECKOJIBKO IIPUBHIK K CIIUAHHUIO, YTO JaKe He BOCIIPUHUMAII 3TO YeM-TO
CTPaHHBIM. Ilaxe ecnu 3axBaTUl YZ&Ke COBCeM EeTCKOe TeJi0, 3TO He Ka3aJIOCh YeM-TO IIOIIJIBIM. Xor4,
BC€ K€, HEMHOI'O HEJIOBKO...

Ho, nomumo IepeMelleHnd, eCThb ellle OgHa JeTallb...

«Ham Hy>KHO [TIOTOBOPUTE C HEU caMou»

«YT10? Thl 00 3TOM OEeBOYKE?»

«Ma...»

«Ho... oHa npumeT Halty nomoiub? OHa Bedb Halaja Ha Hac»

<<J:[yMa]EO, OHa COT'TaCUTBECA»

Bce ke, mpoHUKas B pa3yM OeBOYKH, 51 y3HAJ Oobiie u 00 ee coOCTBeHHOM XapakTepe. OHa
HY2K[aJ1ach B ITOMOINH, HO... OHA OYEeHb 3aMKHYyTa. M B OOBIYHOM CUTYaIluH IeBOYKA TOYHO
oTKasasack 0wl 0T momoInu. Ho, y MeHST eCTh HEIJIOXHE IIaHCH 10 Hee NoCTy4daThes. K Tomy ke,
II0X0Ke, eCTh ONMH YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY OHAa MorJia Ovl TOBepUThCs. 2KEeHIIHA, KOTOpasi XOTh KaK-TO
IIBITAETCS 0 Hel 3a60TUTHCS.



K 9TOMY BPEMEHH OHA YK€ KaK Pa3 Ha4YWHalla IIPUXOOUTEL B ce0Ost.

[Tpupercs nubo elre CUIbHEe YTHeTaTh ee HEPBHYIO CUCTEMY, YTOOH IIPOAOJIKATh IepkKaTh IeBOUKY
B 6ecco3HaTeIbHOM COCTOSTHUHM, NTU00, yKe cerlyac HyKHO C Hell TOTOBOPUTHCS.

«I'BeH, OHa CKOPO OYHETCH»

«Torma... 4TO THI €M CKaXKeIlh?»

<<HpeJIJ'IO}Ky... CBOIO CHIIYy, 3TO OOJIZKHO €€ 3aMHTEePeCOBATh»

«YTo?»

MBI 0OCTAaHOBUJIMCH Ha OJHOM U3 TOPOICKUX KPHIIII.

['BeH cHsJIa MAaCKHAPOBKY, IPOUMSCEH K Kpalo U IpuceB Ha 60pTUK. 1 xKe 1 BoBCce yOpas IIOKPOB,
CKPHIBAsICh B TeJle IeBOYKU. U BOT, ee CO3HAHME MeMJIEHHO MIPOSICHSIETCS, HO, ellle faXxe He
TIOJTHOCTBIO IIPUAS B YYBCTBA, OHA PE3KO B3TPAruBaeT U, CCYTYIUBIINCH, IPUHUMAET arPEeCCUBHYIO
103y, BBIITYCTUB KOTTH.

«Ycnokotics, Mkc-23, Tebe HUYET0 He yrpokaeT»

IeBouka Bcst momoOpasach, He TIOHUMast, OTKYHa UCXOMUT MOU TOJIOC.

Y npsimo Blienuiach B3TIANOM B ['BeH, 1ocyie 4ero HepBHO oTcKouusia. OHa yKe He pBaack B 60i. B
TOT pa3 y Hee Oblla KOHKpPETHAs 3afjlaya, YHUUYTOXKUTH Cel0BIacoro, MOMyTHO YCTPaHss CBULETEeNeN
B BUJle oxpaHbl. A o0HapyxkuB [leByIIKy-mayka, X-23, eCTECTBEHHO, Cpa3y 3allKcala Hac B CBUIETENH
¥ TIOIbITA/Iach BHIIOJIHUTE 3afiady. Ho, He momy4usock. A 3Ta IeBOUYKa, BCe XKe, He Obljla COBCEM YK
0e3MyMHBIM UCIIOIHUTEIeM. X0TsI OOBIYHO IIPOCTO BEIIOJIHSAET IIPUKa3kl, HO CBOEH I'0JI0BOM AyMaTh
TOXKe yMeeT, B [Ipefieflax TOro, Kak ee 00yuuny u Bocnutanu. Y He cKa3aTh, YTO OHA UCIEITHIBAET
XOTb KaKyI0-TO IPeJaHHOCTh K CBOMM BOCIIUTATEINISIM... OHa [jaXke IbTanach cOexxaTh HECKOIBKO pas.
Ho ee Bcerpa Haxonumu, 4TOOB BEPHYTHCSI 00PAaTHO B KOIIMAaPHBIN MUD.

«41 BHyTpH Tebs, S B TBOEH I'0JI0Be, B KaXK/0M KJIETKEe TBOETO Tejla»

Hy, kak-To uepecyyp nad0oCHO BHIIIIIO.

A meBOYKa C KCIIYTOM B3TJISHYJIa Ha CBOM PYKH, VBHIEB, KaK IPSIMO U3 €€ KOXKHU COYNThCS TeMHas
Macca, CHOBA IIOKPHIBas ee Temo YepHoi 6poHei. [IpocTo, Temeps oHA Oblla B CO3HAHUY ¥ BUOENA
3TO.



- Het! - T'omoc meBoYKY 3By4an KaK-TO O0JI€3HEHHO.

U, 3T0 MOXKHO IIOHATH, €€ pe4deBble HaBbIKU OBLITH IIJTOXO Pa3BUTHI, MTPOCTO ITOTOMY, YTO 3TUM HUKTO
TOJIKOM He 3aHMMalcsd. YXKe XOpOoIIOo TO, YTO OHa XO0TsA OBl TOHUMAET YeJI0Be4Y€eCKYI0 PeYb.

Ceituac xe MKc-23 1ennseTcs manbllaMy 3a TYCTYI0 CMOJIY, BITasiCh COPBAaTh C C€0s TTOKPOB.

«4 He Bpar T86€, MEI HE BPaAry, s X049y TOJIBKO IIOMOYb»

W, neBouka 3aMupaer.

Benp, certyac Mbl OBLIY B CIIUSTHUH, S CPOCCs C ee pa3yMOM, ITI03BOJIAA eyl Tak Xe IIOYYyBCTBOBATHE MO
HaMepeHHnd. Tenepb OHa TOYHO 3HAJla, YTO g He BPY U IeHCTBUTEIIHLHO Xougy el IOMOYb.

«Thl He MoXelnh youTh Kumypy, He MoXeItb cOekaTh, HO BMECTE MBI CMOXKEM...»

Ona IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa IIPUJIUB CUJIBI, YBUIEJIA, KaK €€ IIOKPOB o6paCTaeT IIBIJIAOIIMM MU JIMHUAMH,
CJIOBHO JIABOBBIE Y30PHI. A Tak Xke 10 BCEMY €€ TeJly IIOSABIAIOTCA IIyIlajIiblla C JIE3BUSIMHU.

«Y Hee HemnpobrBaeMas KoxKa? MBI IPOCTO BHIKIKEM €€ U3HYTPU!»

B romnose meBOYKM BO3HUKIIA KapPTHUHA PaCIIPaBH Ha TYM6CTOYHOM.

«HukTo He OymeT Tebs IpecienoBaTh, IOTOMY YTO HEKOMY OyIeT 3TO AesaTh, Thl CTAHEeIhb
CBOOOTHOM»

A Temeps B ee BOOOpPaxKeHUH BO3HMK HEMHOTO [aXKe KOMHYHEBIHA 00pa3, B KOTOPOM OHA, CJIOBHO TepOoH
00eBUKa, IETUT Ha TPOCe, JepKa OJHOM PYKOi CBOM YUUTEJIbHHUIY, @ 3a UX CIIMHAMU UCYEe3aeT BO
B3pHIBE TalHas 0a3a 3710[1eMCKOM OpraHu3alliuu.

W, B KakKOM-TO HEBepHUH, MeBOYKa 00XBaTHIa CBOM IIJIeUr pyKaMu. Ee KOITé Me[IJIeHHO BTSIHYJIUCh
obpatHo. A B mymie X-23 BO3HUKJIIO CTPAHHOE IIeBeJIeHHe TT00aBIeHHEIX 9MOIUH.

- Ml moMoxkeM. - [TpousHnecna I'BeH, mogxons Oauxe.

Torpga xe ot o6oux feByIIeK IIOTOKOM U3NIUIIach TEMHAs Macca, IpuHuMas Moo 6oeByio ¢hopmy. Ho,
yTOOBI TPOM3BECTH JIy4lllee BlieyaTiieHue, s CAesall CBOM Buf ellle 601ee MaCCUBHBIM U I'PO3HEIM. Bce
e, 9TOH [IeBOYKe celyac HyKeH OBUT He KaKOW-HUOYIh KpAaCaBYMK, @ BHYIIUTENTbHEIN 3aMUTHUK. U,
OHAa MeMCTBUTENBHO C KaKMM-TO 3aTa€HHBEIM BOCTOPI'OM CMOTpeEJIa Ha BO3BBIIIAIOIIYIOCS YYIOBUIIHYIO
burypy. 9To moxoxke Ha BOCXHILIEHHNE, KOTOPOe YeJI0BEK MOXKET HUCIIBITHIBATD, II00YSICh TUTPOM HIIH
JIbBOM, IIOPaxasiCh CMEPTOHOCHOM KpPacoTe XUIIHUKA. A MeBOYKa, BEIPOCIIas B XK€CTOKOCTH, OYEHb



XOPOIIIO MOTJIa MTPEeACTaBUTh, Ha YTO CIIOCOOHO Mogo6HOe Tenno B 0010.

«IIpocTo HOBEPHECS HAM»

- Y MbI TebOe momoxkeM. - [Ipor3HOITy BUOPUPYIOUIUM 3JI0BEIIUM OaCoM.

Bo B3rIame meBOYKHM IIOSIBHJIACh HaJexXaa.

Ee YYBCTBaA Y2Ke€ IIOYTHU BEIPBAJINCh HAPYXKY. Ona ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO X0Tella, YTOOHI e IOMOTIJIN U
CIIaClIu €ee.

Ho...

¢ IPOTSHYT PYKY, YTOOH! TOTTIATUTh JEBOYKY II0 T'OJIOBE, ¥ Ta PE3KO0 OTIPSHYJA OT MEeHs, CXKABIIKCh
1 BBITYCTHUB KOT'TH. Eif XOTEI0Ch TOBEPUTHLCS, HO, OHA ITPOCTO He MOTJIa IIOBEPUTD B TO, YTO KTO-TO
IEeNCTBUTEILHO X0UET el IoMOYb. ToOuHee, maXxe He Tak, OHA yXKe BHUella TaKUX JIIOel, KOTOPHIE
IIBITAJIACE O Hel 3a00TUTHCS U [axke XOTeJIH cracTu ee. Ho, HHYeM XOpOIIKUM [IJIs HHX 3TO He
3aKOHYHIOCH. Te XkKe, KTO IeHCTBUTENIbHO 00/1aJany CUJIOHN, TOCTAaTOYHOM, YTOOR IPOCTO BEIPBATH €€
13 9TOT0 KOIIIMapa, CaMU U ObITA €e MYYUTEJISIMH.

Y, B 0TBET Ha ee HeJOBEPUeE, S JIUIIL ellle CUIIbHEee PaCKPHIBAJICS Mepefl NeBOYKOM.

OHa MorJla T0YyBCTBOBATh MO€ OTHOIIEHUE K HEH, YTO S BUXKY B HEW JIUIIb HECUYACTHOTO pebeHKa,
HYKJaloIIerocs B nomouu. [laxke o4yBCTBOBATh OTI'OJIOCKU TOTO THEBA, KOTOPHIM ITPOCTO KPUUUT
pa3opBaTh ee MyuuTesell Ha KyCKHY.

4 cHoBa IIOOXO0XKY K Hel, HO IeBOYKa YZXKe He OTCTYIIaeT, a JaXKe IIPAYEeT KOI'TH, IOCJIe KOTOPHIX Ha e€e
PYKaX elle KaKoe-TO BpeMsi OCTAIOTCsA KPOBOTOYAIllie PAHEI.

B cnepytomuii ke MOMEHT 5 IPOCTO OIYCTHUJICS Ha OJHO KOJIEeHO U 00HsN pebeHKa, Bce XKe, IIOTIafiuB
ee 110 TooBe. CKopee maxe OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH, OHa CHOBA BHINTYCTHUIA KOT'TH, BOH3as X MHe B 60Ka
C IBYX CTOPOH, HO, 5T BOOOIIe HUKAK Ha 9TO He OTpearupoBall.

«Bce xopoto... Tefe He HYKHO MeHs 00SThCs. f Ha TBoel cTopoHe» - [TpofoiKaio 1aCKOBO
IIOTJIa’KMBATh T'OJIOBY IEBOYKH.

U ona, BCce Xe, YCIIOKaHUBaA€TCHA, BTATUBAsA KOI'TH.

E#l ctaHOBUTCS jlerde. B Moux o0BATHSAX OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAsa ce0sl Ha yOuBJIeHNE KOM(OPTHO, CIIOBHO
3a CTEHOMU, 4YTO YKPHIBAET €€ OT BCAKOIO 3j1a. YeCTHO TOBOPS, I IPOCTO XOTEN €€ YCIOKOUTh, HO He
0KM[aJl, YTO JeBOYKa caMa MeHs O0OHUMET B OTBeT. B yronkax ee ria3 3abnectena Biara. OHa He
pHIfiana, HO Cle3kl caMu c000i HaBOpauXWBalIUCh Ha rjia3a, IPOTUB ee BOJU. JTa IeBOYKa UMeeT



HEKOTOPYIO SMOIIMOHAJIBHYIO OTCTAJIOCTE, OGYCHOBHGHHYIO ee BocrutanueM. OHa He O4YeHb XOopoilia B
TOM, YTOOBI BBIPA2KATh CBOX 3MOILIKMHK, HO 3TO HE 3HAYHUT, UYTO UX Yy HEE HET.

«A TBHI XOPOIIO JTAAUIIE C JeTbMU» - 3aMeTula ['BeH.

«Yxe myMaells, KaK Okl HAM 3aBECTH CBOET0?»

«Y-gyT0? [Ja Te!» - BCcIbIXHYIa CMyILeHNEM TIay4duxa.

U He cUIBHO CTYKHYJIa MeHs KylnaukoM. CKopee fjaxke UTPUBO.

- MuI pemuM TBOIO ITpo6ieMy. - O6paiiaioch yxke K Mkc-23.

Moe ke Teno pacCTeKaeTCsa TEMHOU MacCOH, CIIUBasiCh C IIOKPOBOM E€BOYKH.

«4 momeniock ¢ TOOOH CBOEH CUIION»

- U g Toxe nomory. - KusHyna I'BeH.

[leBoYKa ke B3TJIsIHyJla Ha Iay4uxy, Ha I71a3 OlLleHUBas ee CTUIbHLIN YePHBIA KOCTIOM. M Tak ke
B3TJIsIHYyJIa Ha CBOM PYKH, a IIOTOM OTJIsgfelia U BCe OCTalbHOe Teno. [Ipu 9ToM, OHa yxkKe
IIPeaCTaBIIsAiia, Ha YTO MBI BOOOIIe MOKeM OBITh CIIOCOOHBI CO BCEMU TeMHU TPAaHC(HOPMAITUIMH,
KOTOPHBIE yCIlesla YBUAETh AeBOUKa. TeM BpeMeHeM, ee IIOKPOB UCTOHYAJICS, CIUBAsACh C TEJIOM
IeBYIIKY, BO3Bpalllas el OObIYHBIN BuA. A ['BEH OTCTYIIKIIa Ha3afl, CTaHOBSICh TPO3PaYHOM.

- OHU Hac Jaxe He 3aMeTsT. - YJ'IBIGHYJ'IaCB MO4 HaIllapHHIIA.

«IToka MBI HE HaHECEM yoap» - 3aKOHYMII S €€ MBIC/Ib YK€ B MBICJIAX NE€BOYKHU.

HMkc-23 BRIIyCTUIa KOT'TH Ha OOHOU pyKe, 3aAyMuuBO 100ysich O1ecKoM agaMaHTusd. 1 yxe
IIPefiCTaBIIsANa, KaK BOH3aeT 9TH JIe3BUs B Tejio Paiica. B Kakoi-To Mepe ¢ Hell ObIJI0 Jaxe IIpollle,
yeM C ['BeH. Y 9T0ol [€eBOYKYM HE BO3HUKAJIO U TEHU COMHEHHUMU I10 II0BOAY TOTO, KaK IIOCTYIaTh C
IIJIOXUMHU Pe0sSTaMH.
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